
May 24, 2020 

From the Pastor: Concerning Returning to Worship 

The Preamble of the United Methodist Discipline gives a description of the church’s purpose: 

“The church is a community of all true believers under the Lordship of Christ.  It is the redeemed and redeeming  
fellowship in which the Word of God is preached by persons divinely called, and the sacraments are duly  
administered according to Christ’s own appointment. Under the discipline of the Holy Spirit the church seeks to  
provide for the maintenance of worship, the edification of believers, and the redemption of the world. The church of 
Jesus Christ exists in and for the world, . . . " 

In addition, early Methodist societies had three simple rules: the first of which was do no harm and to avoid evil of 
every kind; the second, to do good as possible to all; and the third was to attend upon the ordinances of God, such 
as prayer, worship, study of scripture, and partaking of the sacrament. 

As we continue to face the COVID 19 threat, we as a church must balance the different tasks of the church. And we 
are being forced by nature itself with a need to prioritize our tasks. 

As much as we know the church is essential to the wellbeing of society and to the soul of our citizenry, our own 
preamble reminds us that the church exists “for the world.” We run the risk of unwittingly doing damage to the 
physical health of the society we serve by coming together too quickly. At the same time, we are being told by the 
medical community, overwhelmingly, that it is important to continue social distancing. As the first rule of early 
Methodist societies was to do no harm, I believe we need to continue to wait to come back to worship. I had hoped 
to come together on Pentecost Sunday, May 31, but I am convinced we need to delay a little more.   

After conferring with staff, receiving advice from members of the medical community who are members of the 
church, reviewing the advice and opinion of health officials and evaluating responses from the congregational  
survey, I believe June 14 will be a suitable time to set as a goal for return for worship. 

By waiting to come back together, we are not giving up on our other tasks of “maintaining worship, edifying  
believers, and working for the redemption of the world.” Our online presence will continue to grow as we strive to 
become a church that leads the effort in online presence in the years to come.  

I ask our Sunday Schools to also wait to gather, as social distancing remains important for the health of society. We 
will come back together, but we need to do so deliberately and responsibly. As we come back together, we will do 
everything according to the recommendations and guidelines of the CDC and the medical community.  We will 
communicate further in the weeks to come about how we will seek to accomplish this. 

The church membership has been incredibly faithful in giving, and I humbly ask for giving to continue. Though we 
are not yet meeting physically, we nonetheless are still reaching to the world in mission and ministry.  

We are still the church. In fact, we are the church more than ever, for the church is strongest when times are  
difficult. In difficulty is when we see God’s work most clearly.  We will persevere in Christ’s strength. 

Let the words of Isaiah 12:2 be our encouragement today: 

“Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my  
defense, and has become my salvation." 

May the Lord bless and keep you. 

Tim Carpenter, 

Senior Pastor 

 



Lauren Wright Hobbs Nursing Scholarship - 2020 

A scholarship has been established through Germantown United Methodist Church to benefit a student from our 
church who is pursuing a degree in nursing.  The scholarship is named in honor of Lauren who loved serving others 
in her role as a nurse.  She was a long-time member of our church who lost her battle with cervical cancer at the 
age of 29 in October of 2013. 

The recipient must be a member of GUMC and attending nursing school in the coming fall semester.  The $2,000 
scholarship will be awarded to the student who best fits the model that Lauren exemplified in her love of nursing.  
Applications may be obtained via an email sent to karen.oppenheim@gmail.com.  All completed applications must 
be received by Monday, May 25, 2020.  The Scholarship committee will review and select the recipient prior to 
June 15. 

Donations to the Lauren Wright Hobbs Nursing Scholarship fund can be made by writing your check to GUMC with 
Lauren Wright Hobbs Scholarship noted in the memo line.  The Emmaus Class created this scholarship fund in 2014 
in memory of Lauren. 

Other Scholarships 

Germantown UMC, through established scholarship funds, has been able to assist graduating students who are  
active members of the church youth ministries in their pursuit of post-high school education. Two of these funds 
are the Jim Roberts Fund and the Mike Wilson Fund. The GUMC Trustees receives recommendations from the 
youth ministry staff and awards the scholarships. 
As has been the case in the past, donations to those funds may be made to Germantown UMC. 

Older Adult Recognition Sunday 

The Older Adult Recognition Sunday originally scheduled for Sunday, June 14, 2020, will be postponed. To allow 
for the worship services to start again at the church and also allow for social distancing and safe health practices, 
the recognition Sunday will be scheduled later in the year. We look forward to honoring our Senior Adult members 
soon. 

Adult Education 
Mary Groh, mgroh@germantownumc.org 

Women’s Summer Bible Study: “Discerning the Voice of God” starts Wednesday, June 17, 9:45-11:45 a.m. In this 7
-session, DVD study by Priscilla Shirer, we will explore how God speaks to us in a way that we can understand.  
Facilitated by Chesley Porteous. Cost: $24. Register online. 

Germantown United Methodist Preschool  
Sarah Sutton, Director, ssutton@germantownumc.org 

GUMP has wrapped up another wonderful school year. Our End of the Year Celebrations looked different this 
year, but each of our friends should be celebrated for their growth this year. Please call us at 901-753-3109 for  
preschool information.  

Missions Ministry 
Please contact Bill Whitaker at wawhit3@gmail.com for mission needs. 

Thank you to all those who helped feed the women downtown during COVID-19. The shelter collaboration has 
been extended through May 30. If you would like to take food or find out additional ways to help the homeless 
community, contact Alise Davis at 901-496-6402 or alisedavis4@gmail.com. 

Meagan Cloutier, Project Transformation Director of Memphis Programs, will present an overview of the 2020  
Summer Program during the Mission Moment on May 24 and encourage you to participate. The program has 
been redesigned in view of the virus concerns with some exciting new options for supporting the children at  
Centenary UMC. You can participate in a number of different ways: 
- Provide funds for Summer Camp In A Bag - a collection of reading materials, art supplies, and activities. Each bag 
costs $30 and may be funded through check to Sharon Panis or on the GUMC website (Donate/Project  
Transformation). Bags to be delivered to Centenary UMC on June 15. 
- Hand out delivered meals at Centenary UMC June 15-17. Age (18-64) and health restrictions apply 
- Participate in the Pen Pal Program to facilitate communication with the children during the summer. 
- Pray for the children, the program, and volunteers  
Please contact Dan Moore, drm1969msu@gmail.com or 827-8006 to volunteer or for more information about the 
program. The children have been out of school for an extended time and this program is even more important for 
their continued learning as a result. 

 



Children’s Ministry 

Callie Beaver, Director of Children’s Ministry, cbeaver@germantownumc.org  
Kristin Dickerson, Assoc. Dir., Preschool, kdickerson@germantownumc.org 
Jay Rottman, Assoc. Dir., Elementary, jrottman@germantownumc.org 
Natalie Adkinson, Assoc. Dir., Special Needs, nadkinson@germantownumc.org 

Preschool Stepping Stones: We learn by moving, singing, and storytelling. This month, we are learning that God 
loves me! Our memory verse is “Nothing at all can ever separate us from God’s love.” (Romans 8:39). Since we will 
not be meeting in person this week, please see your email for important Sunday School lessons. If you are not  
receiving our emails, please let us know at cbeaver@germantownumc.org.  

KidsQuest: This month, we are learning about Determination-deciding it is worth it to finish what you started. Our 
memory verse is “Let us not get tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give 
up” (Galatians 6:9). Since we will not be meeting in person this week, please see your email for important Sunday 
School lessons. If you are not receiving our emails, please let us know at cbeaver@germantownumc.org.  

Kidz Zoom!: Sundays 4:00 Preschoolers, Sundays 4:30 Elementary Schoolers, Wednesdays at 5:00 for all ages. See 
your email for Zoom meeting information. 

UPDATE-Rocky Railway Vacation Bible School-The train has been delayed! Due to the Coronavirus, our May/June 
dates for VBS have been postponed. We are working to see what kind of VBS our church will be able to offer either 
on the church campus or at home this summer. If you have not yet done so, please respond to our children's ministry  
survey you received via email.  

Please follow us on our Facebook page for daily updates at Germantown United Methodist Children’s Ministry. 
We miss you and hope that you and your families are staying safe and healthy. If you or your family has any needs 
or concerns, please reach out to us at cbeaver@germantownumc.org or (901) 337-7246 (Callie’s Cell phone).  

Position Opening: Germantown United Methodist Church has an opening for a Director of Nursery Ministry. This is 
a part-time position and reports to the Director of Children's Ministry. The approximate start date is June 15, 
2020. Questions and resumes may be sent to: 

The Rev. Dr. Brad Gabriel, Executive Minister 
Germantown UMC 
2331 S. Germantown Rd. 
Germantown, TN 38138 
or emailed to bgabriel@germantownumc.org 

We ask that you pray for our Children’s Ministry as we seek a new member for our team. 

Kristin Dickerson will be resigning her position at the end of June to pursue a career in teaching. We are so thankful 
to Kristin for her 7 years of service and dedication to the children of GUMC. 

Youth Ministry 

Lisa Pierce, Dir. of Middle & Confirmation, lpierce@germantownumc.org   
Brian Richards, Dir. of High & College Ministry, brichards@germantownumc.org 

Sunday Morning Trek: Will not meet this week May 24. GUMC Youth programs have temporarily ceased for public 
health. 

Element: Will not meet on May 24. Be on the lookout for announcements about our relaunch! 

Tuesday Morning Prayer Breakfast: Will not meet until it is safe to gather publicly. 

Synergy & Synago: We are continuing with virtual meetings online. Synago book studies will be hosted on Zoom 
and books will be available for pick up in the Welcome center weekdays from 9-1 p.m. Contact Brian and Lisa for 
more info! 

Summer Missions: It is with sad hearts that we announce our trips have been cancelled for this summer. We are 
looking at safe ways we can serve here in the Memphis area. We will keep you posted as these opportunities  
develop.  

Follow us on social media: Brian and Lisa are making devotional videos around town (social distancing of course) 
and posting them on social media on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. Check us out on Instagram 
(@gumcyouthmin) or like us on Facebook (GUMC Youth Ministry) to keep up with our devotionals. There is a prize 
for the students who guess four of our locations first by texting the answers to Brian or Lisa. 

We would love to hear from you: Feel free to contact us using email, text, phone, or messages on social media. Let 
us know what is going on in your world! 
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College and Young Professionals Ministry 
Brian Richards, Dir. of High & College Ministry, brichards@germantownumc.org 

College Age Sunday School will not meet.   

A Weekly Devotional is available for college age persons distributed by email. If you are interested or know  
someone who might be. Please email brichards@germantownumc.org. 

Weekend Food Program is using the funds donated to support the Coronavirus Response Fund which is  
administered by the Mid South Food Bank. Families in the metro area will receive two -week supplies of food at the 
food pantries located throughout the city. There is great need and we are grateful to be able to be part of this im-
portant effort.   

Health and Recreation Facility (OLEC) 
Todd Hinton, Director of Health & Recreation, thinton@germantownumc.org 
Judy Oros, Assistant Director, joros@germantownumc.org 

The OLEC/GUMC Team Up, as we invite you, Church of the Holy Communion, Grace-St. Luke’s, Saint Johns, Sec-
ond Baptist, and other churches in the area, to offer Moving In Faith. This is a 6-week journey to a healthier mind, 
body and spirit through exercise, weekly prayers and scripture readings. 

More than ever, it’s important to find ways to stay healthy. How much fun would it be to team up with your church 
and challenge other congregations, friends and neighbors to work towards common health goals through daily  
exercise? Friendly team competition is a great way to stay connected and motivate one another. 

The Basics: 
Moving In Faith starts June 1 and is for everyone, regardless of age or fitness level. 

· Each church will be a team. Our Directors from will serve as its team captains. 

· Teams will compete for the most points accumulated throughout the journey (highest team average based on # of 
 participants per team). 

· Individual team members accumulate points for his/her team for each minute of exercise completed. (Zoom, Run, 
 walk, dance, yoga, tai chi, Zumba, row, bike, elliptical, strength training, tennis, golf, etc.) 

· Team captains will email team members weekly scripture readings, prayer and motivational quotes for reflection 
 and team updates. 

· Team members will email team captain weekly with number of individual points earned for his/her team.  
 (Weekly totals) 

· Once registered, training logs and more information will be emailed to you. 

There is NO fee to participate. Register today for our team at Thinton@germantownumc.org or 
Joros@germantownumc.org 

HOW TO EARN POINTS FOR YOUR CHURCH TEAM: (SAMPLE) 

· Individuals earn weekly points for your team for each minute of exercise up to a maximum of 250 minutes/points 
per person. Any form of exercise will count: walk, run, bike, dance, row, elliptical, yoga, tai chi, Pilates, Zumba, 
strength training, tennis, golf, etc. 

Example: 

o Monday: Zoom,Walked, or ran 30 minutes 30 points 

o Tuesday: Biked for 40 minutes/10 minute core workout 50 points 

o Wednesday: Yoga class 45 minutes 45 points 

o Thursday: Danced – 30 minutes 30 points 

o Friday: Walked or ran 45 minutes 45 points 

o Saturday: Strength workout 30 points = 230/wk 



Older Adult Ministry 
Luci Cromer, 901-755-0803, luci2@comcast.net. Our activities are open to all adults age 55 and older. Full event descriptions may be found 
in Tidings. 

Are you getting tired of watching constant news, game shows, and old sporting events? Give yourself a break and 
an adventure in learning when you watch one of the films by Willy Bearden. Willy, a long-time Brown Bag Lunch 
speaker and well-known Memphis film maker, has given us a gift—14 of his films are available FREE on his website! 
You can see everything from Visualizing the Blues to Masters of Florence. The shortest film is 7 minutes long, and the 
longest is 1 ½ hours. Visit https://willybearden.com/ and enjoy a film that speaks to you. Pick one or see them all. 
When you go this website, click on FILMS at the top of the Home page, and the list will pop up with a  
description of each film. 

Elder Care Ministry 
Pat Smith, Elder Care Ministry Coordinator, psmith@germantownumc.org 

Helping Older People Cope During the Coronavirus Outbreak. Staying away from your elderly loved ones can be 
difficult during the virus outbreak, but is necessary secondary to compromised immune systems. However, this isola-
tion can lead to feelings of depression and hopelessness.  What can be done?  

• Send a care package. 

• Schedule a daily or weekly video call. 

• Host an online book club. 

• Write letters. 

Remember mental health is important! 

Health and Prayer Concerns 
To submit a prayer request, please contact Anne Bush at 901-754-7216 or  abush@germantownumc.org. In the event of an after-hours 
emergency, pastoral help is available by calling 901-412-5776. 

Deepest Sympathy 
Geraldine Szalay, mother of Jim (Fay) Szalay, grandmother of David (Ginny) Szalay, great grandmother of Taylor, 
Kierstan, Kyle and Keegan Szalay, May 5 
Lt. Col. Kenneth R. Earl, husband of Elaine Earl, member of this church, May 8 
Elizabeth Colville Holt, daughter of Hugh and Alice Clare Colville, sister of Bill Colville, former member of this church, 
May 13 
Charles Buffaloe, father of Becky (Martin) Zummach, grandfather of Caroline Zummach, May 13 
Dorothy “Dotti” (Albright) Ainsworth, mother of Nicole (Scott) Kloek, May 17 
Patty Peeples, mother of Lane (Jim) Steen, May 20 

Births 
Henry Hannaford, son of Lauren & Chad Hannaford, brother of Charlie Hannaford, May 13 

In Hospice 
Bill Joshlin 

In Hospital or Care Facility 
Jim Steen 

Congregational Concerns 
Mackenzie Fittes 
Bill Francis 
Brian Hailey 
Mistie Hawkins 
Mary Elaine Jones 
Greg McKenna 
Gary Rutherford 
Marcia Wagner 
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