
The flowers gracing our sanctuary today are given to the Glory of God and in honor of those 
ordained and commissioned Saturday, September 12, 2020 at the Annual Conference Ordination Service.

Flowers for the sanctuary are a treasured way to enhance worship, while honoring or remembering loved ones or commemorating 
a special occasion.  For more information or to reserve a date, please contact Laura: LHairston@germantownumc.org or direct dial 758-6517.

“We are a community of faith
   committed to
   loving God and loving others,
   serving Christ and sharing him,
   transforming lives and making disciples.”

Opening Prayer
God of all the ages, 
    in your sight nations rise and fall, and pass through times of peril. 
Now when our land is troubled, be near to judge and save. 
May leaders be led by your wisdom; 
    may they search your will and see it clearly. 
If we have turned from your way, 
    reverse our ways and help us to repent. 
Give us your light and your truth, let them guide us; 
through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of this world, and our Savior.  Amen.

Prelude Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Anne Krentz Organ

Hymn  Lead On, O Cloud of Presence
In keeping with directions from our Bishop and the Center for Disease Control, congregational singing is discouraged at 

this time.  The words of the hymn are included so that you might follow along with the singers 
and internalize the text for your spiritual growth. 

Lead on O cloud of Presence, the exodus is come, 
in wilderness and dessert our tribe shall make its home. 
Our slavery left behind us, new hopes within us grow. 
We seek the land of promise where milk and honey flow.

Lead on, O fiery Pillar, we follow yet with fears, 
but we shall come rejoicing though joy be born of tears. 
We are not lost, though wandering, 
for by your light we come, 
and we are still God’s people. The journey is our home.

Lead on, O God of freedom, and guide us on our way, 
and help us trust the promise through struggle and delay. 
We pray our sons and daughters may journey to that land 
where justice dwells with mercy, and love is law’s demand.
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*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
    born of the Virgin Mary,
    suffered under Pontius Pilate,
    was crucified, dead, and buried;
    the third day he rose from the dead;
    he ascended into heaven,
    and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
    from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    the holy catholic church,
    the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body,
    and the life everlasting
Amen.

Offering

Anthem Father, Forgive Us Craig Courtney
Father, forgive us each time we close our eyes 
to a bruised and wounded world, 
the shattered, broken lives, 
empty ones who die alone forsaken in their shame. 
Every time we turn away we crucify again.

Father, forgive us each time that we disown 
mothers who have lost their sons, 
the children with no home, 
Thousands crying out in thirst, the prisoners in pain. 
Every time we turn away we crucify again.

Father, forgive us, our hearts remain unmoved 
by suffering and poverty, we know not what we do. 
When we fail to hear the voice of Christ in every cry, 
when we do not recognize the Savior in their eyes, 
we crucify again.

Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Time for Children

Scripture Exodus 14:19-31

Sermon “Caught in the Middle”

Benediction

Postlude God of Grace and God of Glory Wayne Wold


